1. Core National Regulations (From the Norwegian Civil Aviation Authority -
Luftfartstilsynet)

These apply everywhere in Norway, including the North.
e Registration and Certification:

o Operator Registration: If your drone weighs 250 grams or more, you (the
operator) must register in the Norwegian Drone Registry (droneregisteret).

o Pilot Certification: You must complete free online training and pass a test to
obtain a certificate for the A1/A3 (basic) or A2 (more advanced) subcategory,
depending on your drone's weight and intended use. This is mandatory for
pilots of drones over 250g.

e Drone Categories and Rules (Open Category - most common):

o Max Weight: Generally limited to 25 kg in the Open category.

o Visual Line of Sight (VLOS): You must always keep your drone in sight
without aids (binoculars).

o Maximum Altitude: 120 meters (400 feet) above the ground. This is critically
important.

o Distance from People: Rules vary by subcategory (A1, A3). Generally, for
lighter drones (<500g in A1), you can fly over uninvolved people but not over
crowds. For A3, you must stay 150 meters away from residential,
commercial, industrial, or recreational areas.

o Respect Privacy: You must not record or photograph individuals in private
settings without consent.

2. Critical Limitations Specific to Northern Norway
« Extreme Proximity to Airports and Heliports: Northern Norway has a dense
network of small airports, coast guard bases, and, most importantly, emergency
medical service (HEMS) heliports. These are often located at hospitals.
o Rule: Itisillegal to fly within a 5 km radius of an airport/heliport without

prior coordination and permission. This can severely restrict flying in and
around towns like Tromsg, Bodg, Alta, Kirkenes, etc. Always check a
geospatial map before flying.
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Wilderness and Nature Protection:

o

National Parks and Protected Areas: Northern Norway is home to many
national parks (e.g., Saltfjellet-Svartisen, Stabbursdalen, @vre Pasvik). Drone
use may be prohibited or restricted to avoid disturbing wildlife, especially
during nesting or breeding seasons. Always check with the local county
municipality (Statsforvalteren) or the Norwegian Environment Agency for
specific area rules.

Disturbance to Wildlife: It is illegal to deliberately disturb wildlife. Flying
drones near bird cliffs, seal colonies, reindeer herds (vital for Sami
livelihoods), or predators can cause significant stress and is both unethical
and oftenillegal. Maintain a very great distance.

Sami Culture and Reindeer Herding:

o

Flying over reindeer herds can cause panic, leading to injury and lost
animals, impacting Sami herders' livelihoods. This is a serious cultural and
economic concern. Show extreme caution and avoid reindeer entirely.

Geographical and Weather Challenges (Not laws, but critical limitations):

o

Magnetic Interference: The proximity to the North Pole can cause compass
issues on drones. Always calibrate with care and be alert to "toilet bowling"
or erratic behavior.

Extreme Weather: High winds, sudden storms, and low temperatures are
common. They reduce battery life dramatically and increase risk.

Limited Connectivity: In remote areas, you may lose GPS signal or
controller connection.

3. Practical Checklist for Flying in Northern Norway

Register and Certify: Ensure you and your drone (>250g) are registered/certified.
Use an Official Map: Always check the Norwegian Aviation Authority's official
interactive drone map (available on their website or apps like Drone Assistant).

1.
2.

This shows:

o

o

Flight zones (prohibited, restricted, special).
All airport/heliport 5km zones.

Respect the 120m Altitude Limit.
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Check Local Bylaws: Before traveling to a national park or protected area, look up
specific drone rules.

Give Wildlife Space: Maintain a distance of several hundred meters from all
wildlife.

Be Prepared for Weather: Have extra batteries (keep them warm) and fly
conservatively.

7. Respect Privacy and People: Be mindful of cabins, campsites, and indigenous land

use.

Summary of Key Limitations:

Altitude: Max 120m.

Airport/Heliport Exclusion: Strict 5km no-fly zones (affects many towns).
Protected Areas: Potential bans in national parks and nature reserves.

Wildlife & Culture: Legal and ethical duty to avoid disturbing animals and reindeer
herding.

Registration/Certification: Mandatory for drones >250g.

Best Resource: The Norwegian Civil Aviation Authority (Luftfartstilsynet) website has
comprehensive information in English. Their geospatial map is the single most important
tool for planning your flights.

Safe and responsible flying will ensure you capture the breathtaking landscapes of
Northern Norway without legal trouble or causing harm.


https://www.luftfartstilsynet.no/en/drones/

